
   

 

 

Christmas – The Great Gift 

Dear Parishioner, 

It is probably safe to say that we have all had the 
experience of eagerly anticipating some upcoming 
event in our lives.  We imagined how great it 
would be when “it” (whatever it was) finally hap-
pened or arrived.  The closer we got to the actual 
day of the event, the more excited we became. 

If you are like many people at this point in the sea-
son, you may be ready to “wrap up” Advent and 
unwrap Christmas presents.  Recently, I asked 
some children if they were ready for Christmas.  One child said, “I can hardly wait 
to open my presents!”  I asked, “Oh, do you already have presents under your 
tree?”  The child said, “No, but I know I’m going to get some.”  I asked, “How do 
you know?”  And the child answered, “Because I am loved by God.” 

Wow, that child has it right!  Because of God’s love for us, we have the great gift 
of Christ at Christmas.  That is the best gift we give to our children – for them to 
know God’s love for them.  That’s what Christmas is all about – love becoming 
incarnate through each one of us.  That is the mission of each of us:  to bring 
Christ’s love to others. 

So, have not only a “Merry Christmas!”, but also a love-filled Christmas! 
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11441 Hague Rd.  Fishers, IN 46038  

Phone: 317-842-6778                      Fax: 317-576-1932                            

www.Sldmfishers.org 

 

St. Louis de Montfort Christmas Mass Schedule 

Monday, December 24th                                                                                                            
4:00pm Church and Gymnasium                                                                                               

6:00pm, 8:00pm and Midnight Mass in Church                                                                            
Christmas Day—Tuesday, December 25th                                                                              

9:00am in Church 

Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary the Mother of God                           
Monday, December 31st (Vigil) - 5:00pm                                                                                 

Tuesday, January 1, 2019—9:00am and Noon 
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Please Let Us Know 

After three months into our Fruitful Harvest campaign we’ve come to a crossroad. This campaign is our way of sup-
porting the Universal Roman Catholic Church and our goal is a mandated amount that we as a parish are required to 
contribute. For the 300(+) families that have made a pledge, thank you. 

But we’ve come up $230,000.00 short of what we’ve been assigned to contribute. We must cover this shortfall, either 
through additional pledges or using parish savings and contributions received over the next 20 months. Our finance 
council will be accessing ways to make up this shortage in January. 

If you are one of the families that are still discerning a gift, I ask that you let us know by the end of the year. Fruitful 
Harvest is a 20-month campaign starting in January of 2019 and ending in August 2020 and any pledges can be paid 
over that time. Again, please let us know if you’ll be able to help. 

If you have questions about Fruitful Harvest please contact Fr. Pat, Fr. Travis or Scott Bernhardt 
at sbernhardt@sldmfishers.org. 

And again, to the families who have pledged, we appreciate your support. For those who’d still like to make a pledge 
you can do so by visiting www.sldmfishers.org or picking up a pledge card in the Narthex. 

        PARISH PRIORITY PLANNING SURVEY 

Many thanks to all parishioners who participated in the Parish Planning Survey.  A team of pa-
rishioners, staff and helpers from Our Sunday Visitor (OSV) are now reviewing the information 
and developing ideas to address the major issues and opportunities expressed in the survey.  
We received 906 responses which, according to OSV staff, is very high for a parish our size!  

The team is also considering ways to share the results with the parish.  Our hope is to provide an overview of the findings through 
a series of “town hall” type meetings which all parishioners will be invited to attend. There is certainly a lot of data to consider and 
while most of the responses were positive, parishioners indicated there are areas where improvements can be made to enhance 
the membership experience at SLDM.  Some can be accomplished quickly and others may take time and careful planning, but noth-
ing is being dismissed as impossible. 

Some of the most interesting findings in the survey came from the open-ended question that asked, “what does SLDM do best.”  
The most frequent response, by far, referred to the welcoming nature of the parish and the parishioners.  We have had many fami-
lies and individuals join us in the past few years and it’s clear that the way existing parishioners embrace the new ones has made 
an impression.  This is an example of living our parish mission to “Love God, Make Disciples and Serve Christ in the World.” 

Early in the new year there will be notices in the bulletin and newsletter about the communication of the complete survey results 
and draft plans for how to address the most pressing issues and opportunities.  Parishioners will not only see data but also be 
asked to comment on proposed goals and solutions.  We hope that all will participate and share in developing SLDM’s strategic 
plan for the future. 

Blessings! 

Parish Priority Plan Committee                                                                               
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11441 Hague Rd., Fishers, IN  46038  (317)842-6778 

Are you grieving the death of a loved one? We invite you to join us as we work together to help, 

encourage and pray for one another as we journey through our loss.                           

We will be watching the video series “Grieving with Great Hope” and sharing our stories. 

Please join us in the Merton Room (basement of the church) on Friday evenings,                            

7:00pm-9:00pm,  January 11th thru February 15th 2019 

For more information and registration,  please contact Tom at tgaw53@gmail.com 
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The beautiful Polish tradition of breaking bread on Christmas Eve 

The oplatki tradition is one rich in spiritual sym-

bolism, and can even help heal family division. 

Click here to launch the slideshow. 
 

In many Polish homes throughout the world, a most be-

loved family tradition is the breaking of the oplatek on 

Christmas Eve. 

The oplatek (oplatki is the plural form) is a thin wafer similar in consistency to a communion host that is of-

ten stamped with an elaborate Christmas scene. Historically these would be distributed by religious to parish-

ioners’ homes during the Advent season. 

It is related to an Eastern tradition of giving out “blessed bread” after the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. 

This bread is not consecrated, but blessed by the priest as a way to extend the fruits of the Mass into the 

home. 

The oplatek is meant to remind families of the Eucharistic bread at Mass and makes a further connection be-

tween Christmas and the gift of the Eucharist, the presence of God among us. 

On Christmas Eve, the family eagerly awaits the first star in the night sky, recalling the star of Bethlehem that 

signaled the birth of the Savior. Once the star has been spotted, the Christmas Eve meal begins. 

The table is traditionally covered with straw and a white cloth. In some homes this is reduced to a single plate, 

upon which rests the oplatek, as a symbol of Christ in the manger. 

The father (or eldest member of the family) begins the ceremony by taking the oplatek and breaking a piece 

off of it, giving it to his wife. When he does so, he may say what he is thankful for, wish her good health, or ask 

for forgiveness. 

According to author Sophie Hodorowicz Knab, “My father used to say, ‘OK, I’m not the best, but I’ll try hard-

er’… My mother would always say, ‘You work so hard and I appreciate you for that’ … The sharing of this un-

leavened bread with another person is sharing all that is good with life … It’s a time to tell each other, ‘I love 

you, I care about you.’ And you do it in an open area, where everyone else can see you.” 

After this initial sharing, the oplatek is then shared with each member of the family in a similar manner, start-

ing with the oldest down to the youngest. It is a touching ceremony, one that can help heal hurts from the past 

year. 

After the breaking of the bread is completed, a small meal is served that eagerly anticipates the Midnight 

Mass, which many Polish families would attend on Christmas Eve. 

The tradition has survived the test of time and is still celebrated in many parts of the world by various fami-

lies, including many who come from a Slavic ancestry. It is a beautiful tradition, one that keeps the true “spirit 

of Christmas,” and unites a family to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 

Philip Kosloski | Dec 19, 2018 | Aleteia 

https://aleteia.org/slideshow/oplatek-christmas-tradition/?from_post=377712
https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2012/12/19/167650665/polish-christmas-wafer-a-flavorless-tradition-that-s-oh-so-sweet
https://aleteia.org/author/philip-kosloski/
https://aleteia.org/author/philip-kosloski/
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Safe and Sacred Training 

Online safe and sacred training is required to volunteer and 
many volunteers have training that will expire soon.   Online 
training needs to be renewed every three years.  If your train-
ing and/or background check are expired, you will not be able 
to volunteer for any activity until your certificate is renewed. 

The Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana is dedicated to ensuring a culture that is safe, open, welcoming 
and protective of all people and especially our children. We cooperate with parents, civil authorities, educators, 
and community organizations to provide education and training for children, youth, parents, ministers, educa-
tors, volunteers, and others about ways to make and maintain a safe environment for children and vulnerable 
adults.  

Please check the expiration date of your safe and sacred training.  The link is included below.  You will be able 
to view your certificate after you sign on.   If you have completed the training in the past, you will already 
have a user ID and password.  If you have not completed the training, please follow the instructions to create a 
user ID and password and complete the training.    

If you have difficulty signing on, please first contact technical support.  There is a live chat option and a phone 
number listed on the below link. 

https://dol-in.org/online-safe-environment-training 

If you have questions and cannot resolve your problem with technical support, please call Melissa Crowley at 
the parish office 317-842-6778 X216.   

December SLDM School News 

SLDM School celebrated Veterans Day on November 12th with an annual ceremony to honor veterans.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was an amazing experience!  More than 30 veterans were present, representing the Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marines, Coast Guard, and Marine Corps.   

Fr. Pat (a veteran of the Navy) kicked off the assembly with a prayer.  A detachment of color guard Boy Scouts 
volunteered to present our nation’s colors.  SLDM students sang the fight song of each branch of the service 
for our veterans in attendance.  And students Mia Chang (7th grade) and Ryan Helmen (5th grade) read essays 
titled “What Freedom Means to Me” and “Thank You”, respectively.    

We were blessed by our speaker, SLDM parent Lt. Colonel Steve Fillenwarth, who spoke about his time in the 
Army while stationed in Kabul, Afghanistan.  He discussed the importance of caring for service members’ 
families while their loved ones are deployed and shared photos and stories about his time abroad.  Lt. Colonel 
Fillenwarth and his wife Kim previously presented Mr. Stewart with a flag that was flown in Kabul in honor of 
SLDM.  That flag will be proudly displayed in the school.   

The ceremony ended with a wonderful rendition of “God Bless the USA” sung by everyone in attendance.  We 
wish many blessings to all servicemen and women! 

https://dol-in.org/online-safe-environment-training
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School Fundraising 

Matching Gifts 

Matching Gifts are a very important source of revenue for our 

school!  Matching gifts can double or even triple the impact of your 

gift to St. Louis de Montfort Catholic School. Some companies even 

match volunteer hours as well as gifts made by retirees. 

More than 15,000 companies and subsidiaries have a program that 

matches gifts made to support education. In fact, 1 in 10 companies offers a corporate giving program, but the 

median employee participation rate is just 9%. Nonprofits, like ours, lose out on a lot of revenue that can be 

put to good use to continue to offer the best in Catholic education. 

To initiate a matching gift, please: 

>> Contact your Human Resources department to see if they offer a program. 

>> Enquire about the details. Oftentimes, you can access this information and forms online through an employee portal. 

>> Make your gift to the school Annual Fund at https://sldmfishers.org/make-your-school-gift-online 

>> Notify Maggie Fox (mfox@sldmfishers.org) that you have submitted your matching gift form. 

Visit the Matching Gifts page at https://sldmfishers.org/matching-gifts to check out a list of some confirmed 

matching gift companies! 

SGO Gifts 

St. Louis de Montfort School has partnered with the Institute for Quality Education (IQE) as our official Schol-

arship Granting Organization (SGO). By making your gift through IQE and designating it to St. Louis de 

Montfort Catholic School, you will be providing needs-based scholarships to eligible students. As a donor, not 

only will you provide much-needed scholarships, but you also will qualify for a 50% INDIANA STATE TAX 

CREDIT. Additionally, the total amount of your gift is eligible for a federal tax deduction.  

To make your gift through SGO, click this link https://sgo.i4qed.org/donate > select your gift type > on the 

next page you will designate St. Louis de Montfort Catholic School in the drop-down under “Select Schools.” 

Please consider making a highly tax-advantaged gift that will help deserving students obtain a Catholic education! 

For more information, please visit the FAQ http://www.i4qed.org/pdf/sgo/donors/donor-faqs.pdf page. 

If you have any questions or need further assistance, please contact Maggie Fox at mfox@sldmfishers.org. 

https://sldmfishers.org/make-your-school-gift-online
https://sldmfishers.org/make-your-school-gift-online
mailto:mfox@sldmfishers.org
mailto:mfox@sldmfishers.org
https://sldmfishers.org/matching-gifts
https://sldmfishers.org/matching-gifts
https://sgo.i4qed.org/donate
https://sgo.i4qed.org/donate
http://www.i4qed.org/pdf/sgo/donors/donor-faqs.pdf
http://www.i4qed.org/pdf/sgo/donors/donor-faqs.pdf
mailto:mfox@sldmfishers.org
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Download SLDM’s new Parish App Today! 

Do you know the names of the people sitting 

around you? 

Help us to build a tool that will put names with faces.  

Every few years our parish does a picture direc-
tory. Be a part of our new family directory pro-
gram–we need YOU to make our new family al-

bum complete!   

Sessions have begun.  

Click here to sign up today! 

Each family will receive a complimentary 

8x10 portrait and free directory for partici-

pating! 

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/yzcdxkxx/
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Prayers for those on active duty in the military service of 

the United States of America 

 Spec4 Justin Beaver, ING, son of Jamie and Kimberly Beaver, husband of Ali                           

and father of Kenidee 

 Master Sergeant Chris Borders U.S. Army, son of Phillip T. Borders and Victoria Borders 

 Sergeant Daniel Brennan, US Army 

 Private Ryan Cathcart, US Army, grandson of Judy and Dave Felts 

 Captain Kristen Grasser, Air Force, daughter of Col (R) Jeff & Nora Grasser 

 Lt. (jg) Michelle Indiano, United States Navy, daughter of Kris Talleur 

 Petty Officer Vince Indiano, United States Navy, son of Kris Talleur 

 Chaplain (Capt) Joshua M. Janko, Air Force, Yokota Air Base - Japan 

 1LT Kate Kinley US Army, daughter of Tim & Dana Kinley 

 2nd Lt. Logan Arnt USAF, grandson of Al and Linda Kozimor 

 A1C Triste Hailey Lycan, USAF 

 Lieutenant Hugh McShane, USMC, Nephew of Valerie and Gary Roraus 

 Sr. Airman Ian Morales, nephew to Maria and Bill Anderson 

 Captain Anthony Orlowski, is currently serving in the U.S. Army, son of Larry and Mary Orlowski   

 Jack Petrie, son of John and Charlotte Petrie, is in National Guard training 

 Captain Antonio Ruiz, son-in-law of Sue Presley, serving in U.S. Army 

 Specialist Trevin D. Rund, US Army, son of Matt and Donna Rund 

 1st Lieutenant Jared Thomas, grandson of Jack and Deanne Anderson 

 Lt. Commander David Vogelsang, USN, grandson of Omer and Reba Vogelsang 

Rosary After All Weekend Masses 

Join parishioners after every Sunday (and Vigil) Mass,               

as we ask Mary to intercede for our country and parish.  You 

and your family are invited.                                                      

The Rosary is led by the Knights of Columbus! 

Our Lady of Fatima, Pray for Us! 


